Learning to Follow God Rather than Living for Pleasure:
Choosing God’s Righteousness Now for God’s Rewards Later
Matt 13:22; Mark 4:18-19; Luke 8:14

Matt 13:22 "Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and

the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful.

Mark 4:18-19 "Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear
the word, 19 "and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of iches|, and the desires

The Core Concept for Soils #2 (stony) and #3 (thorny) of this Parable:
Life exists, but maturity or fruitfulness do not. These are issues believers face.
Overview of the Thorny Ground Explanations in the Parallel Passages:
1. The Word — hears the word [and grows...]
2. The Problem — choked by 2 or 3 “thorns”
3. The Result -
e The word is being choked (Matt/Mark)
e The word is becoming unfruitful (Matt/Mark)
e This believer is being choked (Luke)
e This believer is producing no mature fruit (Luke)
The 3-Fold Problem that Is Caused by these Thorns:
1. They divert our focus from the Word
2. They become our compass for living
3. They prevent our obedience to the Word
5 Areas in Which God Specifically Commands Us Not to Worry
1. Do Not Worry About Provisions — Necessities (Matt 6:25-33)
Do Not Worry About Promotion — Recognition (1 Pet 5:5-8)
Do Not Worry About Position — Situation (1 Cor 7:20-21)
Do Not Worry About Persecution — Responding (Luke 12:11-12)
Do Not Worry About Pressures — Any Difficulties (Phil 4:4-9)
How Can Riches Choke Us? Riches (or Their Pursuit or Focus) Can...
1. Motivate Us to Evil and Its Results (1 Tim 6:9-10)
2. Master Us & Become Our God (Matt 6:24; Col 3:5)
3. Misuse Our Entire Life Chasing Empty Promises (Mt 16:14-28)
Quick Principles to Avoid Being Led by the Pursuit of Money
1. Seek to Focus on What Is More Valuable than Money (Col 3:1-6)
Seek Godly Contentment in God’s Riches (1 Tim 6:6-8)
Seek to Trust in God and Not in Riches (1 Tim 6:17-18)
Seek to Be Rich in Good Works (1 Tim 6:18)
Seek to Share Rather than to Obtain (1 Tim 6:18b)
Seek to Store Up Eternal Treasures in Heaven (1 Tim 6:19)
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The Problem of Pleasure (& Lust)

We Have a Pleasure-Driven

Titus 3:3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and
envy, hateful and hating one another.
"Huev yép note kai ueig avomrot, dneidsic, mhavdpevot, Soviedovieg émbopiong
Koi Ndovaig mowkiloig, &v kaxig kol @GV didyovtes, otuyntol, oodvteg
A AovG.
Eph 2:3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.
8v oli¢ kai Mueig maveg AveoTplenuéy mote &v Taig EmOvping T capkog UGV
TolodVTEG TA BEMpaTa Tig 6opkog kal TAV Stavoldv, Kol ipeda tékva pvoet
0pYTig &g kai oi Aowmoi-

We Have an Ever-Present Pleasure

James 4:1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do
they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your
members?
[160ev moAepot Kol OOV piryon €v DUV, 00K Eviedbey, £k TV 60VAYV DUDY TOV
GTPUTEVOUEVOV £V TOTG HEAESTY DU@V;
James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that
you may spend it on your pleasures.
aiteite Kol o0 Aappavete d10TL Kakdg aiteiche, tva év Taig dovaig LUOV
damaviionte.

We Have a God-Provided in Christ!
Gal 2:20 | have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live,
but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
Gal 5:24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires.

o1 8¢ tod Xprotod [ Incod] v chpka EoTavpwcay GOV T0ig TadNUacLY Kol Toig

¢mOopimg.

We Have a Clearly-Communicated
from God

Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has
appeared to all men, '2 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the
present age, '3 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, '* who gave Himself for
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.




16 Directions from God to Help Us Live for Him

Refuse to Yield to the Rule of Lust

Rom 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its
lusts.

M) obv Bacthevéto 1) dpaptio &v 1@ BvITd VUMY GOUATL Eic TO DIaKoVELY TOic
émbopiong avtod,
Make Jesus Your Power

Refuse to Feed Lust

Rom 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its
lusts.

0ALL EvOvoacbe TOV kVplov Incodv Xpiotov kal Tiig copkog Tpdvotay pr noleiche
€ig émbopioc.

Walk by the Spirit

Gal 5:16 | say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

Aéyom 8¢, Tvebpatt mepumateite kol EmBupioy oapidg od U TeEAéonTE.

Choose to Discard a Life of Lust

Eph 4:22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts,

amoBécban DS KT TNV TPOTEPAV AVAGTPOPTV TOV TOAALOV dvOp@TOV TOV
@Bepdpevov kot tog Embopiag Tiig dmdTng,
Make Drastic Choices

Col 3:5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

Nekpdoate ovy & uéAn 1o £mi ¢ yiic, mopveiov dkabopoiay maog Embvpioy
KoKNv, kol v TAgovetiav, ftig €otiv gidwAolatpio,

Live on Purpose, not by Passion

1 Thes 4:5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God;

un év mabet Embopiog kabamep kol T E0vn o pn €id6Ta TOV Ogdv,

Focus on God, Not on Gold

1 Tim 6:9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.

o1 6¢ PovAdpevol TAOVTEIV EUTITTOVGIV €iC TEPOUGHOV Kol Ttaryido kol Embopiog
TOAAAG dvonTovg kol PAaPepdc, aitveg Pubilovov Tovg avBpdmovg gig GAebpov Kol
ATOAELOV

Run Away from Lust, and Chase After Godliness

2 Tim 2:22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

Tag 6¢ vewtepkag Embupiag edye, diwke d¢ dikalocHvVNy ToTV Aydmny gipnvnv
HETA TAV EMKAAOVUEVOV TOV KOpLov €K kaBapdc Kapdiag.
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Recognize the Controlling Danger of Desire

2 Tim 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to
their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;

"Eoton yop kopog 6te Tiig vytovovong SidackaAiog 00K AvEEOVTOL AAAY KATO TOG
idlag Embopiog Eavtoils Emompencovsty S1d0oKGAOVS KvnOdLEVOL TV GKOTV
Say No and Say Yes

Titus 2:12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present age,

modevovoa NUAG, tvo Apvnoapevol TV AoEPEO Kol TOG KOGLIKAG EmBvpiog
cOPPOVOG Kai dikaing kol evoefdg (noopey €v T VOV aidvt,
Refuse to Conform (because you know the truth)

1 Pet 1:14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your
ignorance;

MG TéKVO VILOKOTG [T cLoYNLATCOEVOL TAIG TPATEPOV £V T AYVOiQ DUAV
Embopiong
Let No Mean No (don’t toy with temptation)

1 Pet 2:11 Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war
against the soul,

Ayomntoi, Topakaid Og Tapoikovs Kol Topemdovs anéyectut TV copKIKOY
Emboudv aitveg otpatedoval Kot TG Yoyfs:

Live in God’s Will not by Your Want

1 Pet 4:2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but
for the will of God.

€l 10 unrént avOpdrmv Embupiong dAAL Oeinqpatt Ogod Tov Enidomov €v capii
Budoar ypovov.

Recognize the Waste a Lust-Led Life Is

1 Pet 4.3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--
when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable
idolatries.

APKETOG Yap O mapeAnivdmg xpdvos o PovAnua tdv E0vav katelpydobot
TEMOPEVUEVOLG &V doelyeiong, EmBupiong, oitvopAuyioig, KOUOLS, TOTOG Kol
aBepitorg eidwroratpiorc.

Know the Word, and Live by the Word

2 Pet 1:4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust.

St Gv o Tia kad péylota Npiv nayyéipata Seddmpntar, tvo S1é TovTov YEvnode
Oelog Kowmvol PVoemS AmoPLYOVTES ThiG £V TA KOGL® £v Embupia pOopac.



